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PRINCE, Walter Franklin 
Detroit, Maine, April 22, 1863-
Boston, Hass., August 7, 1934 
i 
T6I., BACK BAY 9B9B WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE, PH. D., RESEARCH 
THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH | 
346 BEACON STREET I  
^ . BOSTON, MASS. f f S L f  
^ aJtLl 
*3£a*^  
L&J^ ] ixA-x J^tjA*dUislfl' 
3»M~ &y ^  
August 19, 1929. 
Mr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
346 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
Dear Mr. Prince: 
Your letter of August 9 together with the 
photographe gave me very great pleasure. I 
shall await tlfeh keen anticipation the arrival 
of the items you are to send me for the Maine 
Author Collection. 
The response we are receiving from authors 
who were born in Maine is very encouraging. I am 
very stare the day will come when the people of 
Maine will be proud of this collection of books, 
written by men and women born in t*he state of 
Maine, and will be grateful to th6 authors for 
their generous gifts. 
Very truly yours, 
HD/f 
October 1, 1929 
tap, Walter Franklin Prince# 
346 Beacon Street, 
Bostte, Massachusetts. 
*y d««i»13r. P*»in©©5» 
Ihank you for your generous and 
extremaly Interesting contribution to our Maine Author 
Collection, One of the charms of the completed collectiG»a_ 
will be the great variety of the books included in it, 
and the books which you have sent us add a distinctly new note 
to the collection as it is at present. Thank you, also, for 
the gracious and flattering inscriptions which you have 
added to the books, 
I hope that it will not be long before 
our cherished collection my be housed in a room befitting 
its interest and value. 
You have nmde us feel that you are 
genuinely interested in our project. We trust that this interest 
will continue, and that you will have us in mind when 
additional books by you are published. 
Very truly yours 
October 10, 1929 
DP. VI/. Franklin Prince, 
346 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts 
My dear Dr. Prince;-
Thank you for the two 
additional items which we received today for our Maine Author 
Collection. We are glad that you are interestedcin the 
Collection. It is one of our most cherished projects, and we 
are always delighted when Maine authors respond, as you have 
done, to our requests for contributions to it. 
Very truly yours, 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY MCF 
TEL. BACK SAY 3855 WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE, PH. D., RESEARCH OPTICS* 
THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
> 
346  BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 
K'?/4«u 
Qfasfo ' _ __ 
) W ,  • ' ^ . -
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December 13 1929 
Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
The Boston Society for Psychic Research, 
346 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
My dear Dr. Princej-
Thank you very much for the valuable and interesting 
information in regard to ^rs. Ballard*s "Diary." The 
"Diary" is mentioned in North's "History of Augusta," but 
I had no idea of its present location. Gould Dr. Hobart be 
persuaded to let the library have the "Diary," do you think? 
X shall write her about it but perhaps your persuasive powers 
will have more effect than mine. When you see Dr. Jiobart will 
you suggest that valuable manuscripts are safer in the Maine 
State Library, where there is a safe for the adequate 
protection of valuable documentary material, than in a home? 
I greatly appreciate the interest which you have in the 
library, as shown by your correspondence and your generous 
contributions to our ^aine Author collection, and trust that 
shall continue to hear from you. 
MCF 
TEL.. 0ACK BJFR 3855 WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE, PH 
^ K J^ ST" \ 
. D., RESEARCH OFFICER 
THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
3 4 6  B E A C O N  S T R E E T  
BOSTON, MASS. 
December 18th, 1929* 
Hr. H. E. Bunnack 
State Library 
Augusta, Mains 
Dear Mr. Dunnack: 
Before receiving your letter I had obtained from Dr. Hobart her 
consent that the diary eould be lent to the Maine State Library if for 
the purpose of copying it or collating extracts from it. It would not 
be lent for an indefinite period but for such a period as would be reft-
sotfcbly necessary. I think that she would have ventured to send it by 
express, if I had requested this, but I advised her to wait until I per­
sonally go to ®tine in order that I nfty carry it safely in ay own hands, 
unless I and book together are smashed in a railroad accident. It is 
too valuable a record to undergo any avoidable risk. I did suggest to 
Dx. Hob art that the best place in the world for the safe keeping and val­
uation of the diasy would be the Maine State Libiary. She has unfortunately, 
I think alraadygiven her relative to understand that he will receive it, 
but I expect to impress upon her the greater value that it would have in 
the SPine Stat® Library and sometime she pay possibly so arrange, but I 
doubt itg and I think that a copy of it should in any oase be obtained 
for fear it might become destroyed by fire. 
If the plan I suggest is satisfactory to you, pls%se let me know. 
Particularly, if you could arraige to have a copy m&de, either in fu.ll or 
in its most important parts — tho I should thirik you would want every word 
of it — daring the summer months o f next year, let me know. 
Sincerely yai*s-
WFPiCBG 
COPY 
December 25, 1929 
Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
546 Beacpn Street, 
Boston, Ua asachusetts. 
My dear Dr. Princej-
Your letter of December 16th gave ua 
very great pleasure. I quite agree with you that this valuable 
document should be copied without regard to where the original 
is to remain. Of course we wish it might be in the State 
Library.Then it would be at thedisposal of anyone who 
wished to look at it, and yet would be in safe keeping.As 
soon as it reaches us we will have it copied so that at 
least it will be preserved for the futfmei . 
I shall look forward with keen anticipation 
to the time when you place the manuscript in our hands.It 
will be copied as soon as received, and returned to you 
or to Dr. Hobart as requested. 
Very truly yours 
(H. £. D.) 
HD/S 
THE BOSTON ''S0CI|$§f' FOR P&SBfflC USESRCH 
346 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 
March 19th, 1930. 
Mr.lJ. E. Dunnack, 
State Librarian, 
Augusta, Maine. 
Dear Mr. Dunnack: 
In further fulfilment of my promise I send 
you a funny article which contains a reference to me. Of 
coQrse I did not and do not undertake to send a copy of every 
scrap that mentions me, but this has a little spice in it, 
which I suppose you want along with the other components of 
your biographical compounds. 
Sincerely yours, 
Walter Franklin Prince 
TEL. BACK BA^|I^NI WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE, PH. D.. RKKAACH OFFICER 
THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
346 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Jferch 19th, 1930 
Mr» H, B» Eunracfc 
Stats Librarian 
Augusta, IGaine U 
D«ar Xr« DunnackJ 
In further fulfilment of ny promise I send yai a fanny article 
which contain® a reference to me* Of course 1 did not and do not under­
take to send a copy of evely sci&p that mentions me, but this has & little 
spies in it, which I suppose you mnt along with the other consonants of 
year Mogxephioal ooiapotinds. 
Sincerely yours, 
WEP: CBGr 
BOSTON HERALD MARCH 19, 1930 
"Prince of Mystics' 
PROF" CALVIN B. BRAGANZA 
CHAMBER OPENS 
EYES TO'OCCULT' 
Plans for World Congress 
In Boston This Year Are 
On Ragged Edge — 
PSYCHIC MAGNATE 
STILL CHEERFUL 
By M. J. ROSENAU, JR. 
Only one world convention is listed 
in the program of events to take place;! 
during the Bay Colony tercentenary. \ 
Now that is in danger of disappearing 
for the Boston Chamber of Commerce, 
publisher of the list, is considering its 
elimination for lack of tangible inform 
ation a3 to the authenticity of the 
event. Investigation is under way toj 
determine just what is the "world's con­
gress of the occult world." 
In June, 1928, mystics in five conti­
nents began receiving invitations to at-
•tend the" convention of the world's oc­
cult congress. To date, a total of 6000 
circulars and invitations have pene­
trated the four corners of the earth to 
inform "delegates, professionals, devo­
tees, practitioners, etc., that the Astro-' 
j Psycho Research Society of Boston 
! is sponsoring the occult convention, 
to convene in Boston in the month of 
June, and later from Aug. 25 to Sept. 
6, inclusive. 
In the name of "Pro Bono Publico, 
the convention appears on various lists 
and prospectuses of Tercentenary events. 
It is called to organize "all believers in 
the cause of occultism, mysticism, psy-
chicism, metaphysics, theosophy, etc., 
into a gigantic body for protection 
against mushroom ones, impostors, 
quacks and swindlers that read and ad­
vise the public in a way that brings 
disrepute upon the Conscientious Ones." 
POWER BEHIND THRONE 
The name of the secretary of the 
"World's Occult Congress Convention" 
as it appears publicly is Miss Vera 
Bleye. Yesterday it was discovered that 
the power behind the throne; the direc­
tor, founder and secretary of the Astro-1 
Psycho Research Society of Boston,! 
which sponsors the convention, is Prof. 
Calvin B. Braganza, Ps. D., 0. M., Sci. 
D. 
In his combination headquarters, of­
fice, home and spiritual sanctuary at 65 
Westland avenue, Prof. Braganza mod­
estly admitted that he is the author of 
the invitations, as president of the Na­
tional and International Association of 
Occult, Psychic, New Thought and Met­
aphysicians and Mystic Stars; as presi­
dent and dean of the Universal Occult 
College of Washington. D. C. 
Self-styled "The celebrated and fa­
mous psychologist, astrologer, numerolo-
gist, biographer, crystal seer, psychic 
and Prince of Mystics," Prof. Braganza 
presented his credentials for inspection. 
The "credentials" he showed were a 
flood of literature expounding* the ad­
vantages of the Philadelphia Chamber 
of Commerce, North shore hotels, a 
Boston-New York steamship line, letters 
from newspapers soliciting advertising 
and personal letters from officials 
thanking him for unsolicited advice.' 
Tentative plans for the convention in­
clude Prof. Braganza stated, a series of 
lectures, meetings, demonstrations, prize 
competitions, outings, banquets, public 
and private meetings, many of which 
will be open to the. general public. But, 
he lamented, the World's Occult Con­
gress Convention has not fared too well. 
ONLY MEAGRE RESPONSE 
"There have only been a meagre 
response to the 6000 invitations I sent 
out," lie admitted, "for the simple rea­
son they are afraid to face the music. 
Many «•« fly-by-night seers and seer-
esses, but we now rely upon the Inter­
national New Thought Alliance of 
Washington, D. C., with members every­
where, and the metaphsyical clubs and 
a few reliable .readers. 
"Prom Boston I believe there will be 
about 1500 reputable scientists. From 
the outside, I don't expect more than 
1000, but I have many aceptances from 
believers in the occult from, London, 
Prance, Europe. Africa, India and Aus­
tralia, From almost every state in the 
union." 
But tile professor declined to show 
any of the letters indicating accept­
ance of his invitations. Instead, he 
trotted out an endless chain of occult 
magazines and daily newspapers, dis­
playing his advertisements therein. Of 
one letter, be was very proud. It is 
inscribed from the United States Sen­
ate, dated June 22, 1920, as follows: 
"Permit me to thank you for your 
very interesting letter of June 20. 
"It v/ould be very gratifying to be­
lieve I possessed all the attributes and 
capacity which you are good enough 
to suggest in your courteous letter. 
"Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) 
'V. G. HARDING." 
"I was a child wonder, a philosopher, 
at the age of seven and could discuss 
any subject with any one," said the 
professor simply. 
Then the professor led to his framed 
diplomas. From the Central Scientific 
College of Indianapolis. He received his 
D. M., a degree as Doctor of Meta­
physics (cum laude). From the Col­
lege of Divine Metaphysics he was given 
a diploma as Doctor of Psychology 
(Ps. D.) (Honorary). From the Ameri­
can Occult College of Washington, D. 
C., Doctor of Science (Sci. D.) (cum 
laude). 
None of the organizations and orders 
to which he claims title are to be found 
in official occult publications or have 
ever been heard of by established au­
thorities in this city. The chamber 
of commerce de.iies that it has even 
given credit to his plans, other than 
a that his prospectus was included in the 
original list of tencentenary events, but 
it was indicated that in the next pub­
lication the name of the World's Occult 
Congress Convention will be dropped. 
Dr. Walter Franklin Prinze, re­
search officer of the American Society 
of Psychical Research an recently elec­
ted president of the British Society for 
Psychical Research, eminent psycholo­
gist and internationally regarded as the 
world's foremost exposer of psychic 
frauds, yesterday pronounced the ma­
chinations of Prof. Braganza as "pure 
rot and chicanery." 
"I have met some weird things in 
my life, but I never saw anything more 
weird than this," Dr. Prince exclaimed 
after perusing the literature and exam­
ining the claims of the professor. "Why. 
this is ridiculous on the face of it. He 
expects 2500 spiritualists, does he? Well, 
he may get 25 cranks to his conven­
tion." 
The many degrees and diplomas 
which Prof. Braganza. displayed. Dr. 
Prince explained, are the sort anyone 
may purchase for $10 from diploma 
mills. The '"cum laudes," he said, come 
extra. 
"In the very shadow of the nation's 
capitol," he declared, "there are as 
many as 15 such colleges established. 
They call themselves universities, any­
thing. and sell diplomas without exam­
ination. They even sell degrees as doctor 
of divinity or doctor of laws. It is the 
shame of the country." 
March 29, 1930. 
Walter Franklin Prince, Ph.D., 
The Boston Society for Psychic Research, 
3^6 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Mr. Prince: 
It was certainly very nice of you 
to send us the article dealing with "Professor 
Calvin B. Braganza". Just how these fellows suc­
ceed in fooling so many people is "beyond any ordi­
nary person's comprehension. The public, however, 
enjoys it, and I expect that no great harm is done. 
I was present at the Republican 
State Convention yesterday in Bangor. Had a fine 
chat with your brother. We patted each other on 
the baok, he a little more enthusiastically of 
course, over the fact that you just received such 
great honors. Anyway our congratulations were gen­
uine because we were both mightily pleased. 
Very truly yours, 
TEL. BACK BAY 3859 WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE, PH. D.. RESEARCH OFFICER 
THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
346 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 
April 1,1930 
Bear Mr, Minna ok» 
It sounds like mythology- that about my brother showing enthusiasm because of 
ay election to the presidency of the(London}S.I>.8. , and slapping you on the baokf it 
probably isn't quite that, but has a touch of that blarney of which X found you a mas­
ter when I met you in Augusta* 
J would like to see my brother outwardly tafttasiastic, enikugh to slap anyone on 
the back, just once. He hasn't written me a word of congratulation, and Z did not 
expect he would, Not that I doubt his feeling or brotherliness- not at all. But 1 thiik 
that he, and those of the Prinoe tribe generally, have inherited considerable to the 
Puritan feeling, which they do not formulate distinctly to their own consciousnesses, 
that pat should refrain from pyitig peppering the pride of any relative by such 
vain things ae compliments. 
Thank you for your note, and success to you in your work ot building up the 
S t a t e  l i b r a r y  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  M a i n e  c i t i z e n s  i n  i t ,  
Sincerely yours 
copy 
October 22, 1932 
Dr. Waiter Franklin Prince, 
346 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts* 
My dear Dr. Prince 
Thank you fofr the 
interesting collection of psychical research literature 
which you have so thoughtfully sent for the Maine Author 
Collection, We are greatly appreciative of the interest 
which you have shown, and continue to show, in the collection 
and we are very glad indeed to have so complete a collection 
of your writings on file here. Thank you fofcrthe books, and 
thank you also for taking the trouble to autograph and inscribe 
them for us. 
Very truly yours, 
(Signed M.C.F.) 
Received;-
The Enchanted Boundary 
Finger Print Demonstrations 
Book Reviews and Other Matters 
The Sinclair Experiments 
Pseudo-Prophecies and Pseudo-Sciences 
Presidental Address - London July 14, ly3u 
Two old cases reviewed 
Human Experiences* 
\ 
o 
(^^Av--*vl»v2fc^^,% v-s»i »l----t^l'-v >vMa«&fe/. -i-. V P *.vvw» 
Residence of John Prince, 
(Grandfather of Walter P. 
Prince) from 1820-1850 
Livermore, Maine. 
Photographed July 1929. 
Residence of Walter Franklin 
Prince and daughter, begin­
ning spring of 1929. 
Colonial House, erected 
about 1650, 
Hingham, Massachusetts. M H 
, ',M"T 
WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 
Walter Franklin Prince, psychical researcher; 
born in Detroit, Maine, April 22, 1863; son of Walter Marshall and 
MM'ira (P^ay)V'grecitiate df'r jk^ihe>W6iiieyan Seminary, 1881; married 
Lelia M. Colman of Newport, Maine April 9, 1885 (died 1925); fos­
ter daughter, Theodosia B. Pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
churches; latterly, assistant in St. Ann's Church, Brooklyn, New 
York, 1904; rector of All Saints Church, Pittsburg, 1907, St.John's 
Church, San Bernardino, California, 1912; appointed director ofthe 
department of psychotherapeutics in St. Mark's Church, New York, 
1916. Investigator for the American Society for psychical research 
1917-20; principal research officer of the same, 1920-25; executive 
research officer Boston Society for psychical research, since Mar­
ch 1925. Editor and secretary of advisory scientific council of the 
American Society for Psychic Researdh, 1921-23. Field secretary of 
the Connecticut Temperance Union, 1899; assistant secretary of the 
Connecticut ^ aw and Order League. 1899; superintendent of Brooklyn 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 1903. Member of 
The Sons of the American Revolution, Phi Beta Kappa; corresponding 
member of the °ociety of Psychical Research, London ^delegate to 
first International Congress of Psychical Research, Copenhagen, 1921 
and to third International Congress, Paris, 1927; appointed by the 
Second Congress International chairman of Committee to arrange a 
standardized glossary of terms; chairman Standing American Committee. 
Author: the Doris Case of Multiple Personality (2 vols.), 19$5; 
The Psychic in the House, 1925; The Case of Patience Worth, 1927; 
also monographs on"The Blue Laws" and "The First Crimnal Code of 
Virginia", published by the American Historical Association; many 
bulletins and articles on psychical research, abnormal psychology 
and history. Home office 346 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
High British Honor 
For Dr. Walter Prince 
Boston Man Made President of 
Society for Physical Research 
By W. A. MacDonald 
"</ "7 i -
Froifi Londoh today Comes an­
nouncement that Dr. Walter Frank-
l.n Prmce of Boston has been elect­
ed president of the Society for 
Psychical Research, the British so­
ciety whose only previous American 
president was William Jaimes. Dr. 
Prince is research officer of the Bos-
Ion Society for Psychic Research, a 
position, he has held since the found­
ing of that society in 1'925 wh^n he 
came here from New Turk/where he 
had done similar work i'or /the |Amer- ; 
ican Society for I'fjvhica] Research. I 
The British electjion is, of iipurse^J 
a tremendous honor. It marks" DTT 
Pr.nce the head of the body which 
was begun by a group of university 
men, its first president being called 
the most incorrigibly skeptical man 
in England, but who saw the neces­
sity of this sort of society. The voy­
ages that Dr. Prince will be" obliged 
to make once or twice a year to 
England will not be a new adventure 
to him. It has been his practice for 
many years to go where research 
called him. He was ai delegate to 
the first international congress of 
psychical research at Copenhagen in 
1921 and to the third international 
congressi in Paris in 1927. He has 
also gone on travels abroad and in 
this 'country on the investigaton of 
mediums and others credited with 
super-normal powers. Thus he 
went to Germany, France and _ Eng­
land; thus he went to Kansas in the 
case of Dr. Elizabeth Kantrell, to 
St. Louis in the Patience Worth in­
vestigation, to the Ozark Mountains, 
to numerous other places. 
At investigation, calculation and 
writing he works incessantly. Born 
in 1863, he shows, more signs of in­
crease of energy than of tiring. His 
greatest work thus far is "The Doris 
Case of Multiple Personality," an 
enormously complicated study which 
is printed in nearly 1400 pages. He 
looks like something between a. pro­
fessor and actor; he was educated a 
clergyman. Of medium height and 
solid build, he moves and speaks 
with great vitality and sometimes 
w'th a touch of drama. His voice 
is most unsual. 
Has Uncovered Many False Claims 
He talked sitting in his office, the 
office of the society, at 346 Beacon 
street. There was no light in, the 
room except that which oaime from 
the green-shaded lamp on his writ­
ing table. In the full glare of that 
light were his pia,pens, the caliciula,-
tions cn which he had been work­
ing. Behind them stood a long row 
of letter files. Above, in shadow, 
wete rows of books and framed 
photographs. The man himself sat 
there, white-haired, spectacled, eyes 
so opaque that they seemed never 
to reflect h;s mind. Those eyes aire 
given credit for preternatural sharp­
ness of observaiton, and Dr. Prince 
has perhaps uncovered more fraud­
ulent' cla ims to supernatural powers 
than any other man investigating in 
his field. He pointed out that a scien­
tific society like the one of which he 
is research officer and the one in j 
England* to which-.he has oeen eie™-
tcd takes no repsonsibility as _ a 
•society for the publications of its 
merrjbers. That i-s stated on the 
covers of the pamphlets of the Brit­
ish society in the words, "The re-
sponsib lit? for both the facts _ and 
the reason ng '"n papers published 
in the Proceedings rests entirely 
w'th the'r authors." 
The subject matter of the work in 
wh eh Dr. Prince is engaged is ob­
scure and sporadic. . Much of the 
mater'al has to be caught, as it 
were, on the fly. Certain cases only 
are susceptible of investigation. 
When the English society started its 
work even hypnosis had not estab-
l'shed its standing as an accredited 
fact. No scientific man of that time 
would risk his reputation by ac­
knowledging it to fee so. None now 
would dare deny it. Dr. Prince 
laughed as he said it. He has a 
sense of humor that needs to be 
watched by the too serious-mi™'.ed. 
He laughed and threw the ashes 
from a cigar over his shoulder in 
an aimless attempt to hit the waste 
basket. Most of the iashes went on 
the dark grav cloth of the coat he 
wore. He said, "You remember _whiai, 
Mark Twain said about his cigars. 
He sad they cost three dollars a 
barrel. I would offer you one of 
these but you couldn't smoke it." 
He was asked if he could say off­
hand how many cases he had in­
vestigated since coming to Boston 
five years ago. They had not been 
so many, he said, as intensive. For 
a number of months he has been 
making a census of 10,000 picked 
persons in Who's Who in America 
us to their experiences and observa­
tions. These persons were selected 
in accordance with their apparent 
eminence giving preference to men 
of science with a sprinkling of pro­
fessional men. They include scien­
tists under thirty-eight headings, to 
a total of 2595; 762 physicians and 
surgeons. Other headings include 
languages and literature, the arts, 
the Army and Navy, the clergy, 
lawyers, statesmen, college presi­
dents, history writers and teachers, 
none born before 1860 or after 1900. 
Th's has been a tremendous task and 
one that even Dr. Prince would not 
attempt again without touch more 
time to d"o it in. 
With Private Mediums 
The emphasis in the work done 
by the Boston society is on mental 
in preference to • physical phenome­
non, not that there is any unwilling­
ness to investigate the latter, but 
that repeated disappointments in 
that field have had the result ioif 
concentrating efforts in the othefT 
Dr. Prince himself has never yet 
got satisfactory proof of such physi­
cal phenomena, as writing on slates 
and materialization. He is convinced, 
however, of several types of super-
no, rmal mental phenomena. The 
first of which he was convinced— 
and it took eighteen years'—was 
telepathy; that there is such a thing 
as passage of thought from: mind to 
imind although subjects who are men­
tally in such psychic relation that 
they can produce satisfactory demon­
strations are very rare. Certain per­
sons who are popularly termed med­
iums very rarely are aMe to produce 
results without any possible access 
to normal information. With a pro­
fessional medium Dr. Prince has 
never been able to get satisfactory 
results under conditions under which 
scientifically to do the work. His 
work is done with private mediums 
or with the rare professional, al­
most impossible to find, who will 
submit to his conditions. Unfor­
tunately the whole field is cluttered 
up so that the minds of the laity, 
so to speak, are confused by a mass' 
of imiposture. 
In the same way undoubtedly the 
phenomena of Mesmer so disgusted 
scientific men that hypnosis was 
delayed eighty years. Science con­
tinues, however, said Dr. Prince, 
, "regardless of disgust or whether 
mud is thrown upon the field." He! 
spoke of some of his work and a 
little but not much about his train­
ing for it, which is more' easily 
learned from other sources than 
from him. He was born in 1863, in 
Detroit, Me., he went to Maine Wes-
leyan Seminary, and took an A. B. 
at Yale 15 years later. His Ph. D. 
there was granted him in 1899. He 
got a B. D. at Drew Theological in 
1896, the same year in which he 
took his A. B. at Yale. He was pas­
tor of Methodist Episcopal churches 
and was afterward in Protestant 
Episcopal churches, latterly assist­
ant at St. Ann's Church, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., in 1904. He was rector of 
All Saint's in Pittsburgh, in 1907, 
and of St. John's Church, San Ber­
nardino, Calif., in 1912. He was ap­
pointed director of the department 
of psycho-therapeutics, St. Mark's, 
N. Y., 1916. From 1917 to 1920 he 
was. investigator for the American 
Society for Psychical Research and 
he was principal research officer for 
the samie society from 1920 to 1925. 
Since March of 1925 he has been in 
Boston. From 1921 to 1923 he was 
editor and secretary of the advisory 
scientific council of the American 
Society for Psychical Research in 
New York. Then he has been other 
things, such as field secretary of 
the Connecticut Temperance Union 
in 1899, and assistant secretary of 
the Connecticut Law and Order 
League in the same year. 
Used to Detective Work 
He has been drilled in historical 
criticism, is a handwriting expert, 
and is accustomed to detective work. 
He was superintendent of the Brook­
lyn Society for the Protection of 
Children in 1903. He is a member of ] 
the S. A. R., has a Phi Beta Kappa 
key, i:s a corresponding member of 
the Society for Physical Research, 
London, and was, appointed by the 
Second International Congress chair­
man of the committee to arrange a 
standardized glossary of termsi. He 
''is chairman of Standing American' 
ComiDjittee. He is author of "The 
Dor.,s Case of Multiple Personality," 
"The Psychic in the House," "The 
Case of Patience Worth," and oth­
ers; also monographs on the Blue 
Laws, and the first Criminal Code 
of Virginia. 
As Dr. Prince talks he becomes 
more rap-'d and emphatic. His 
speech is full of idiom. He was 
saying about something as his visi­
tor came in the door, "I don't care a 
rap." But with all the force and 
freedom of his idiom he is singular­
ly definitive when discussing the 
work in which he is engaged. He 
told some stories about studies in 
P'sychometry and his experiences 
with a lady named King who lives in 
3, city some hours distant from 
Nfiw YorJk which, she seypimi vusii" 
andThen only Briefly )n business" 
The first correspondence with her 
was in relation to certain drawings 
of hersi, automatically produced, the 
details of which it was claimed 
showed a knowledge of facts with 
which the lady herself was not 
normally conversant. She brought a 
number of the drawings to the rooms 
of the society in New York. She did 
not know what the word psychoni-
etry meant. Dr. Prince explained 
that he wished to experiment by put­
ting a letter or some other object 
between her hands and seeing what 
impressions she got. A photograph 
of a laidy was placed between her 
palms so that she could not see the 
picture. It showed a smiling woman 
in apparent good health. Prom this 
picture, while in a trance, Mrs. 
King visualized a hospital scene 
which actually had taken place some 
years after the photograph was 
made. She not only visualized the 
scene, but reported the feelings of 
the platient in the hospital, which 
were later verified. In another ex­
periment, a folded letter was given 
to Mrs. King. It was a letter written 
to Dr. Prince by a clergyimiain of 
New York city, Dee. 18, 1916. It 
had been drawn from a file and Dr. 
Prince kniew who the writer was, 
but not which letter of many from 
the same man's file. In his record 
of the case he siaiys: "Even if it can 
be supposed that I had recollections, 
conscious or subconscious, of the 
contents of that or every letter of 
his in my possession after more than 
five years, I could not know what 
was in a particular letter taken out 
at random and not examined. So a 
telepathic explanation of what 'fol­
lowed is. not plausible." The letter 
contained thirtv-one lines. 
First, Mrs. King saw a large room 
•nd what looked like a pulpit, not -
eial church, but what seemed to b 
- professor lecturing. Actually th 
vriter of the letter'had been lectur 
r or professor in four universitie 
-nd one college. Then the psych1' 
•ot the word California, and th-
writer of the letter wasi formerlv I 
ector of a church there. Then sh 
'suiailized the writer and describe " 
v5m, including his peculiarities o' 
-asture. Then she saw a. churc1 
"'ith a steeple_a,nd a. clock and ; 
graveyard adjcrining; she described 
the church and said that the stones 
m the graveyard were all flat, which 
Dr. Prince did not know, but which 
he found out later to be so. The 
church is the one of which the writer 
of the letter was rector. The psychic 
also said that- the letter was partly 
about a journey, which was true. 
Possibilities and Probabilities 
After a brief account of this case 
in a lecture the statement was made 
that there could not be one chance 
in twenty-five Millions of getting so 
many statements correctly by guess­
ing as the number given correctly 
'by the psychic. Dr. Prince believed 
at the time that this was an ex­
tremely moderate estimate, but it 
wtas called in question. Alan S 
Hawkesworthi, the distinguished 
mathematician of the United States 
Navy, consented to calculate the 
probablities. The resultant showed 
that there was one chance out of 
five quadrillions of the psychic hav­
ing guessed so many answers cor­
rectly. In other words, it would be 
equivalent to the psychic's travel­
ling the whole distance to the sun, 
I ninety-three million miles', ~wTieir~a 
I superlative estimate of the distance 
she was likly to go was one and a 
1 fifth inches 
But it is when he speaks of Doris, 
the famous Doris Case of Multiple 
Personality, that Dr. Prince becomes 
most interested and interesting. In 
that case he never left the subject 
tewnty-four hours in three years. 
The case nearest like it is that of 
Dr. Morton Prince, the celebrated 
Beauchamp case, in which Sally wtas 
a mischievous' character. When the 
child, Doris Fischer, was three years 
old, her drunken father threw her 
down so violently that she suffered 
from some mental shock. Very 
soon afterward there began to ap­
pear evidences, of dissociation and 
double personality, although these 
did not comp under the direct ob­
servation of Dr. Prince until many 
years afterward, when he1 was per­
suaded to examine her phenomena, 
and finally to adopt her in the 
family for the purpose of saving her 
from the brutalities of her father 
after the death of her mother. The 
death of the mother caused another 
shock to the girl. There were five 
personalities (1) called Margaret, 
who resulted from the first dissociat­
ing shock experienced by Doris, (2) 
SVk Doris-, the product of the sec­
ond dissociating shock experienced 
by Real Doris at the age of seven-
teem, (3) Sleeping Margaret, who 
was the especial riddle of the case, 
and who practically never talked ex­
cept when the eyes: were closed, but 
professed never to sleep, (4) Sleep-
;mp- Real Doris, who was a somnam­
bulic personality which was created 
at the age of eighteen in conse­
quence of a fall and injury to' the 
head and back, (5) Real Doris, who 
had no direct, knowledge of the 
thous-hts or acts of any of the 
secondary personalities. 
His Greatest Enthusiasm 
No one who listens to Dr. Prince 
when he speaks of this case can 
loubt that it is his greatest en-
.husiasm. As he spoke of it to his 
?-sitor he leaned forward toward the 
.ight, his voice showing the feeling 
hat the observant eyes concealed. 
,:Iis face, rather heavy, is high in the 
forehead, his nose is solid, his 
mouth has a slightly pursed lower 
Lp, and his chin is square and in­
dented. His white hair, thin at the 
:'orehead, is tufted over his ears and 
hick at the back. There is tre­
mendous force in the man, the sign 
of the energy that keeps him at 
work unconscionable hours a day. 
He and others are authorities for 
the statement that he begins every 
investigation with an open imind. 
When he camje to Boston it was with 
the hope that the Boston society 
would investigate all classes of 
phenomena, mental and physical, oc­
curring in its special field. He be­
lieves in studving every new case as 
if it were the first without interfer­
ence of pre-possessions to disturb 
the balance of judgment. He believes 
n a mingling of caution and open-
mindedness. He knows that the con­
viction reached by a research officer 
on ai particular interesting case will 
not be pleasing to all members of 
a society. His business is to apply 
all his powers and all his expertness 
derived from practice to the problem 
and1 to form an honest "cbhcTusibiT 
with the reasons therefore. It is 
his work to separate the spurious 
from the genuine and to educate in­
quirers' in the art of distinguishing 
one from the other. He is prepared 
to hear it said that he is sceptical 
and at the same time from other 
quarters that he has the will to be­
lieve. There are several classes of 
alleged supernormal fact which he 
is strongly inclined to think are 
spurious, but his mind isi not 'closed. 
He once said that he had never 
played a trick on a .'medium! or vio­
lated a promise to one. He is op­
posed to methods which, though 
they might expose fraud, would 
smash or prevent any genuine 
phenomena. 
Now he becomes president of the 
British society, which lists' among 
its former presidents such men as 
the E'arl of Balfour, Sir William 
Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge, Profes­
sor Charles Richet, Professor Henri 
Bergson, Professor Gilbert Murray, 
! Comille Flammarion. He succeeds 
Sir Lawrence Johes Bart. 
—Boston Evening Transcript 
Books received from Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
September 23, 1929* 
The case of Patience Worth. Boston Society Psvchical Research. 
1929. 
INSCRIPTION: 
To the Library of my native State, in response to 
the zeal and persuasive charm of its librarian.Walter Franklin Prince 
September 20, 1929. 
Leonard and Spule.(Allison) Boston Society for psychic Research. 
1929.(Edited by Dr. Prince.) 
INSCRIPTION: 
To the Library of my native State.from Walter Franklin 
•^rince. Co-author and editor of this volume. Sept. 20,1929. 
Notied witnesses for psychic occurrences Boston Society for 
Psychic Research 1928. 
INSCRIPTION: 
Presented to the Maine State Library becoming notable 
through the far-seeing efforts of its Librarian, H, E. Dunnack. 
The Psychic in the House Boston Socie+y for Psychic Research. 1926 
INSCRIPTION** 
Presented to the Maine State Library at request of 
the Librarian, Mr. H. E. Dunnack, by Walter Franklin Prince.Boston 
Sept.20, 1929. 
fen Bulletins of the Boston Society fidr Psychic Research, 
written or edited by Dr. Prince, autographed and dated# 
October 10, 1929. 
ex-'87—Walter Franklin Prince, Ph.D., 
a member for one year of the class 
of 1887, passed away on August 7, 
1934 in Boston, Mass. Born in De­
troit, Maine, April 22, 1863, Dr. 
Prince graduated from Drew Theolo­
gical Seminary in 1892; Yale Uni­
versity A.B., 1896; graduate stu­
dent Yale, 1896-99; B.D., Drew 
Theological Seminary 1897; Ph.D., 
Yale University, 1899. 
Dr. Prince preached for a num­
ber of years in Methodist Epis­
copal churches in Maine and Con­
necticut and in Protestant Epis­
copal churches in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and San Bernar­
dino. Calif. His church social work 
led to a study of abnormal psy­
chology and psychic research. 
He first became known to the 
general public through his investiga-j 
tion of the "Ghost of Antigonish", 
Nova Scotia. He became one of 
the world's most noted investigators 
Alumni Bulletin, Bangor Theological Seminary 
October, 193& 
Remarkable Career of 
Walter Prince 
Who Became 
World Famous Figure 
By 0. IE, YOUNG j i jq/m 
Detupit, Maine, lias reason to olf proud of Walter Franklin 
Prince, ip most widely known native. He was born there, April 
23, 1863lof mixel ancestry, Welsh, Scotch, French and Irish. 
Hi/ first Ametocan ancester, Thomas Prince, was from Glou­
cester/;England, nWcame to this country in 1607. In 1645 he 
was one oftthe proprietors of Wrentham, Mass. By .1647 he was 
a citizen ol_GWuce*er. There, he once owned "Fisherman's 
Field," no^awblicVark containing a bronze tablet commem­
orating tlie;landing c\ the first European vessel ever to reach 
New England. Later, Thomas was one of the founders of New 
Gloucester, Maine. \ 
Walter Prince, a direct descendant, though born on a farm, 
was far from being a typical farm-boy, Quite different from the 
common kind; he delighted in being "different." In fact be. took 
lots of pains to be. 
Kent's Hiil Student 
'"Walt," as his early intimates al­
ways called him, enrolled at Kent's 
Hill Seminary in '81. There he soon 
showed signs of considerable abil­
ity in several directions. At first he 
specialized in music, for which he 
displayed considerable talent. He 
soon found this was not sufficient 
for a life work, though he taught 
piano and organ for several years. 
Though a student in a Methodist 
school, Walter chose to pose as an 
agnostic, if not a skeptic—probably 
to prove he was "different." It is a 
far cry from Tom Paine to John 
Wesley, yet he turned Methodist 
after leaving "the Hill," even becanfl'e 
a, standard bearer of the faith. About 
the same time he married Lelia Cole­
man, a Newport schoolteacher. The 
Princes never had any children. 
The Reverend Walter's first 
"charge" was at Vanceboro. There 
he had to cover a twenty-five-mile 
"circuit." Afterward he preached at 
Danforth and at Lincoln for various 
periods. Then his health failed. 
Recovering in a measure, the 
Dominie took a course at Drew 
Theological School, graduating in 
"92 with the degree of B. D.. receiv­
ing the Doctorate in '98. After leav­
ing Drew, he was called to the 
church at Montville, N. J., one with. 
out a meetinghouse of its own. 
Three successive pastors had tried 
to get one built, and had failed. 
Walt tried—and succeeded. At that 
time he might have been appointed 
dean of a College and Theological 
School in Nanking, China, but he 
declined because of indifferent 
health. 
AT HEIGHT OF CAREER—Walter Franklin Prince in his of­
fice at the headquarters of Boston Society for Psychic Research. 
He was one of the outstanding members of the society at the 
time this picture was taken. 
Yale Record 
In spite of this handicap, the "El­
der" applied for entrance at Yale; at' 
least he wanted to be well fitted 
for the next world. He knew not a 
line of Greek or Latin, but he was 
admitted on trial, without examina­
tion, one of the lowest section in a 
class of three hundred. Walter 
would not stay there though. By 
mid-year he was in the second di­
vision. He finished a four-year 
course with "Eli" in two years, 
ranking among the highest ten—-
and all the time he had preached 
at Pleasant Valley, Ct., to pay his 
bills, where his pastoral duties took 
two days and a, half out of each 
week. He certainly earned his 
Ph.B., and the Ph.D. received in 
due time. 
Even then Walter was not satis-
field. He took three years' post­
graduate work at Yale, was given 
special honors in history and phil­
osophy and did regular pastoral 
work at Bloomfield at the same 
time. 
Born Detcctive 
While still at Yale Dr. Prince 
proved he was a born detective. His 
researches resulted in correcting 
at least two errors that had been 
appearing in the histories for about 
two hundred years. He also estab­
lished the validity of several rather 
important incidents that other his­
torians had believed to be apocry­
phal. 
Next Dr. Prince became Field 
Secretary for the Christian Tem­
perance Union—for six months. 
Then the Governor appointed him a 
private detective and assistant sec­
retary of the Law and Order 
League, with full powers in the ab­
sence of his superior. He never in­
vestigated unless called; then con­
viction was almost certain. In three 
weeks he once secured 70 verdicts, 
and made 13 seizures inside an hour. 
Everybody began to plead guilty. 
Many deputies were injured, but not 
a finger was ever laid on Dr. Prince. 
Walter was then appointed super­
intendent of the Brooklyn Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children. Business doubled, and a 
new annex had to be bought. Cor­
rupt politics terminated this service 
at the end of a year. 
Then the versatile Doctor changed 
his faith; he became an Episco­
palian and assistant pastor of St. 
Ann's, on Brooklyn Heights. This 
position he filled for five years, dur­
ing which he built up the largest 
class in the Long Island diocese. 
In 1907, the Reverend Doctor be­
came Rector of All Saints at Pitts­
burgh, Pa„ where he remained five 
years. There he began the work on 
which his fame as a super-scientist 
was to be established—investigation, 
©f "the Doris Care.' 
Weird Case 
Tfai» was the weird story of a 
young girt who was really five girts, 
with two or three morein process 
of development. This was probably 
the most remarkable instance ox 
multiple personality ever 
certainly the one most carefully 
studied. For several years, in tact 
until she was restored to entire 
normalcy, Doctor and Mrs. 
watched over her night and day, 
recording every change of person­
ality, sometimes as many as forty 
within 24 hours. What a task! To 
facilitate this, the unfortunate girl 
actually had been adopted. 
The investigation made the head­
lines in every news-sheet in the 
country, as well as in many abroad, 
Dr Prince's original record occn-
pics nearly 1500 printed pages. It is 
too technical for general reading, 
but the Doctor published many pa­
pers and condensations in P°Pul££ 
form. Other scribes flooded the 
press with articles concerning the 
case. Dr. James Hyslop's review of 
it is almost as extended as Walters 
At Pittsburgh, Mrs. Prmce s 
health became much impaired. Her 
husband went to San Bernardino, 
Calif., in consequence, hoping a 
milder climate might effect a cure. 
There he served as rector of St. 
John's. In a residence of three and 
a half years, the desired change 
in Mrs, Prince's health had not 
taken place, so the continent was 
crossed again. 
Returns to New York 
Dr. Prince returned to New York 
City, for the third time—as Di­
rector of the Psycho-Therapeutic 
Department of St. Mark's. This was 
on the site of the historic Old 
Dutch Church, the oldest one m the 
city, dating back to the days of New 
Amsterdam and Gov. Petrus Stuy 
vesant Under its wall the one-leg­
ged old Dutchman sleeps today. Di. 
Win. Guthrie was rector of bt. 
Mark's when Dr. Prince came back. 
Walter's work at S't. Mark's last­
ed only a year; then the position he 
had been called back East to fill 
became (Jpen to him. This was an 
assistant to Dr. James Hyslop, then 
editor and research officer of the 
American Society for Physical Re­
search. In this capacity he acted 
from 1917 to 1920. Then Prof. 
Hyslop died and Walter succeeded 
him. He filled both positions till 
1925, 
Great Debater 
While With the ASPR many of 
Prince's papers and reviews ap­
peared in its "Bulletins and the 
"Proceedings, as well as m otner 
publications. Many monographs by 
him were also published, as numer­
ous books were also. Yet he found 
time to participate in many discus­
sions, connected with his work, 
sometimes oral, sometimes in print. 
Among his associates, as well as his 
opponents, were eminent authors, 
scientists and divines, once even a 
cabinet member. In such cases Dr. 
Prince proved an almost mvmciblc 
debater. In addition, he was al-
ways in demand on the lecture 
platform. Once, on an investigating 
trip west, he was unexpectedly 
called upon to speak, six nights _ in 
succession, without preparation, 
notes or references. Busy each day, 
he complied—and pulled in a fat 
fee each time, 
Many Investigations 
Many were those trips of investi­
gation made by Dr. Prince. One was 
to Nova Scotia, sent t>y'a prorriiheiit 
paper for a verdict on the old case 
of Esther Cox, a girl alleged to 
have been bewitched, Another, 
similar but later, and also in Nova 
Scotia, was to scan the phenomena 
connected with the McDonald girt 
at Antigonish. 
Then there was the case of "Se-
nora del Z.", the remarkable psycho-
metrist of Mexico City. Though 
handicapped by riot understanding 
Spanish, his investigation was 
thorough and protracted. 
Harder yet to understand was the 
Middle West case of "Patience 
Worth." She claimed to be the 
spirit of a girl who had lives* in 
Devonshire; England, in the 17th 
century, who did housework, and 
toiled on the farm outside. While 
still young, she had come to this 
country, and shortly afterward had 
been killed in an Indian raid. She 
told little more about herself, but 
devoted her time to dictating lit­
erature of all sorts—through a ouija 
board. 
Her "medium" was a young mar­
ried woman, entirely ignorant of 
Spiritualism and opposed to its 
practices. She was only persuaded 
with difficulty to continue to sit at 
the board—till "Patience" mani­
fested. Then she became interested. 
Much of the communicator's ma­
terial was poetry, delivered with 
remarkable speed and of surprising 
merit. She produced as many as 40 
short poems at a sitting, on sub­jects assigned her at the moment. 
Much of her stuff came under trick 
test conditions, impossible to a nor­
mal writer. All her verse is excel­
lent, much supremely so. It is near­
ly all "free" verse, but its form is 
almost beyond criticism otherwise, 
the subject matter also. Unfortu­
nately a good deal is in dialect, 
hard to understand by a reader not 
familiar with it. Nearly all her locu­
tions have been traced to the same 
or similar expressions of the times 
when she claimed to have lived. 
Si#ange Writings 
"Patience" has produced even 
more prose than poetry, including 
several long stories. . Of these, "A 
Sorry (sorrowful) tale" is the most 
remarkable. It purports to be a 
romance of the-time of Christ, the 
scene largely laid at Jerusalem, and 
is written in Biblical style. No one 
can find anything like an anachon-
ism in it. It fills more than six hun­
dred printed pages and has over a 
hundred characters of various races, 
all strictly true to life. To some ex­
tent. the Master himself is one. 
The story's love interest involves 
the Emperor Tiberius and a Greek 
slave; its villain is the unrepentenfc 
thief. Its picture of the agony of 
Gethsemane is a masterpiece; the 
story of the crucifixion is one loKg, 
haunting horror, five thousand words 
—yet "Ouija" spelled it out ia a 
single evening. If it had not had 
unusual merit, Henry Holt and Co. 
would not have published it—or any 
other books hers—as they d'd. 
Yet the *'• ;Mium had barely a 
common-"- ?4ucation. nevar had 
a line ap«-c— or had written 
one of verse—except for two trifling 
bits, scarcely up to the standard of 
doggerel. After years of training by 
"Patience,'* she did produce s few 
short stories that were accepted for 
publication—and probable remun­
eration. 
Public Prominence 
What first brought Dr. Prince 
most prominently to public notice 
was the offer of the Scientific 
American, some years ago, of $2,500 
to any medium who would produce 
phenomena, before a committee of 
its own choosing, sufficient to con­
vince them it was of supernormal 
origin. Beside Dr. Prince, it con­
sisted of Prof. Wm. MacDougal of 
Harvard, Houdirii, the magician. 
Prof. D, F. Comstock, formerly or 
the Institute of Technology, and Dr. 
Hereward Carrington, a well krtowa 
investigator and an amateur con­juror. J. M. Bird, representing the 
sponsor, acted as .Secretary of the 
Committee, but was not a member 
of it. _ 
Few mediums appeared to com­
pete; they fought shy of the distin ­
guished investigators. Such as did 
made an unsatisfactory showing. Fi­
nally "Margery the Medium," at 
Boston, presented herself. She had 
already gained a large following 
and considerable reputation; conse­
quently she received prolonged in­
vestigation. Then four of the com­
mittee, led by Dr. Prince, reported 
nothing abnormal had been ob­
served. Dr. Carring'ton was of the 
opinion most of the phenomena seen 
might have been produced by fraud, 
possibly were, but a few were ap­
parently beyond normal. Of course 
the sponsors of the affair declined 
to fork over the cash. 
Sec. Bird, almost withou# ex­
perience in such things, swallowed 
"Margery" whole, so to speak. He 
"went into the air." The "Medium's" 
husband was also redhot. They took 
the affair to the Society, and they 
had influence enough to get "Mar­
gery" accepted as genuine—which 
came near splitting the Society 
wide open. Margery's "medium" 
business got a black eye; Dr. Prince 
promptly resigned, and Mr. Bird 
took his place. 
A few years later, "Margery" was 
caught red-handed in fraud. Dr. 
Carrington, the only member of the 
earlier committee to endorse her, 
was one of that which denounoed. 
her. The proof was beyond question: 
even "Margery's" husband was 
squelched and reduced to silence. 
Named Delegate 
Before the Scientific American 
fiasco, the A.S.P.R. had sent Walter 
to the First International Congress 
of Research at London, as delegate. 
There he was appointed Chairman 
of the committee nationally to 
standardize the terms used in psysl-
cal research. Later he was sent to 
the second Congress, at Paris, On 
each of these occasions he read a 
lengthy paper. 
After Walter resigned from tha 
A. S. P. R., the Boston Society foe 
Psychic Research was organized. 
Prof. McDougall was chosen as its 
fli'st President, and' 'Ptince as 
Research Officer. Not long after, the 
new Society sent Walter to Europe-
to investigate several noted medi­
ums. 
His investigation was scarcely a 
success. The Doctor had exposed so 
many fakes'that most of those he 
was anxious to see "took to the 
woods" at his coming. He did get 
sittings with Frau Maria Silbert at 
Graz, Austria; Mrs. Baylis of Lon­
don: and Jan Guzik of Warsaw, Po­
land. He had arranged for seances 
with Willy Schneider of Braunau, 
Austria—but when he got there 
Willy had fled. He did sit with 
Willy's brother, Rudi, almost as 
famous. Most of these mediums had 
been widely endorsed, often by not­
ed authors, scientists and divines. 
Without exception, Walter saw-
enough to convince him. fraud was 
probably used. 
After 18 years of investigation, 
Dr. Prince declared he was con­
vinced but one form of mental phe­
nomenon was a fact—telepathy. 
Concerning others, he "had no opin­
ion." A few of the simpler physical 
phenomena might also be genuine, 
Some years later he went farther-
he had become satisfied 18 forms of 
occult occurrences were sometimes 
supernormal. 
Walter's investigating career was 
crowned by his election to the pres­
idency of. the English Society for 
Psychical Research, a position at­
tained by only one other American, 
Prof. William James of Harvard 
Dr. Prince's researches ended only 
a few years ago. His last home was 
at Hingham, Mass., a house built 
about 1630. He had furnished it 
largely with antiques, p'cke-1 up in-
various places. Britta Fischer, the 
girl of the "Doris case" and his 
adoptive daughter, now Theodosia 
Prince, had cared for him, from the 
time Mrs. Prince passed away until 
the last; it is she who dwells in the 
Hingham home today. 
HINGHAM, MASS. RESIDENCE—Where Prince spent the lat­
ter years of his life. This house was built about 1650. 
A 
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